LIFE    IN    E N G L A N D - A V I A T I O N

him with alarm. Tales of his casual social life leaked out
and depressed those who were genuinely fond of him. Serious
and conscientious men, who saw him day by day, hoped that
his good gifts would guide him in the end, and that the taste
for unsuitable people would pass as a phase. But the error
went on, and when, in 1925, he returned from his tour of
South America, stories of his exuberant night life travelled
ahead of him. He lived in pitiless limelight from which there
was no escape. That thousands of his contemporaries were
equally restless did not matter to the gossips. More was ex-
pected of him than of any other man of his age, and the
affection which most people felt for him became tinged with
disappointment. There was one hint, in an English journal,
that he might mend his ways. With care and understanding,
the Spectator suggested that the Prince would "rightly inter-
pret the wishes of the nation if he made it impossible for
people to have any excuse for saying that he is unduly restless
or that he exhausts himself in giving to amusements time
which might be spent in preparation for work that is always
and necessarily exacting and tiring."
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